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Re-stoching is Vital! 


As every fisherman knows, even if he has a new tapered line and a colorful 
royal coachman, his success depends on a wise conservation policy. Where 


there’s too much “take out” and not enough “put in,” the sport is poor for everyone. 


Due far-seeing executive knows that this Because many of you have adopted this 
same principle applies in his business. broader purchasing policy, General Electric, 
through its research program, has earned fot 


If he pursues the policy of buying on price 


: : ae he electrical indus for every 
alone, he contributes little to the progress of his : ctrical industry tens of dollars fo 


industry. But by purchasing from those manu- one that it has earned for itself. 
facturers who lead in research, he encourages In your own interest buy where you at 
the continual development of new and better assured of a continuing return. Your purchase 
products—a “‘conservation”’ policy that provides will show that you foster a “‘put-in” policy for 


for the future. the industry — because re-stocking is vital! 
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to Cost 


' Plans for a network of independent 
Circuits to connect strategic industrial 
enters in the northeastern and north 


entral sections of the country have 
“been presented to executives of twenty 
: ‘electric utilities operating in the areas. 





tentative plans call for an initial 
expenditure of approximately $200,000,- 


- 000 for a grid system having approxi- 


mately 2,500 miles of transmission lines 
and supplementary equipment. 


The plans were broached to the util- 
ity engineers last December, when the 
National Power Policy Committee held 
the first of a series of conferences in 
Washington. The latest plans were pre- 
sented to a group meeting in New York 
on March 12, at which Leland Olds, 
chairman of the Federal Power Commis- 
sion and vice-chairman of the power 
policy committee; E. F. Scattergood, 
manager and chief engineer of the Los 
Angeles municipal system and adviser 
to the power committee, and Benjamin 
F. Cohen, committee counsel, discussed 
problems with top-ranking executives 
of the private utilities to be affected 
by the national power grid. 

The circuits planned cover a group 
which will tie the large industrial cen- 
ters. There are two loops, one east and 
one west of the Cleveland-Pittsburgh 
line. One loop will connect Cleveland, 
Buffalo, Syracuse, Binghamton, N. Y.; 
New York, Philadelphia and Pitts- 
burgh ; the other connects Cincinnati, 
Indianapolis, Chicago and Toledo. 
There are spurs from New York to 
Bridgeport, Conn., to Boston; one from 


Vetwork of Power Grid 


$200,000,000 


tentative plans for series of independent circuits given utilities at 
conference in New York —FPC Chairman discusses project with 
President Roosevelt — Legislation to be proposed to Congress 


Philadelphia to Baltimore to Washing- 
ton, one from Toledo to Detroit; one 
from Chicago to Milwaukee, and one 
from Chicago to Powerton, Ill., to St. 
Louis. 

Following the meeting in New York, 
Mr. Scattergood said that progress is 
being made and that the utilities are 
co-operating to work out the problems. 
However, he indicated that the idea 
was not a grid, but a series of inde- 
pendent circuits which would link large 
industrial centers. Each source of large 
amounts of reserve generating capacity 
would form the basis for several cir- 
cuits in as many directions. 

It was pointed out by Mr. Scattergood 
that these circuits will effect operating 
economies and reduce reserve capacity 
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for any one particular system and make 
power reserves available throughout the 
circuit. 

Mr. Olds said that legislation was 
necessary to create an agency to con- 
struct and operate the proposed grid 
system. He declared that the FPC is 
making a special study concerning vol- 
untary interconnections by utilities as 
part of integration plans under the 
utility act. He thought voluntary inter- 
connections could be made without pres- 
sure of regulation. 

This week Mr. Olds conferred with 
President Roosevelt at a luncheon con- 
ference, during which the grid system 
was explored. Indications are that as 
soon as engineering details are com- 
pleted President Roosevelt will send a 
message to Congress outlining his views 
on the grid system and requesting 
necessary legislation to put it into oper- 
ation. It was assumed that the Recon- 
struction Finance Corporation will be 
called upon to lend federal aid when 
the plan is authorized. A separate grid 
authority would be created which would 
issue its own securities backed by the 
government. 

Overtures have been made to the 
utilities that they would not be re- 





GRID SYSTEM—Proposed power circuits to interconnect industrial centers 
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quested to furnish the funds for the 
construction of the grid. 

While the utilities are willing to ex- 
plore the possibilities of such a vast 
grid system, they feel that it is ques- 
tionable if enough advantages can be 
gained over the present system to war- 
rant the expense. But exploration work 
has been started by the utilities. It is 
felt that there is no shortage of gener- 
ating capacity and that in a national 
emergency power supplies are sufficient 
to meet requirements. 

Linking intrastate utilities in the 
grid would place them in interstate com- 
merce and therefore subject them to 
federal regulation. In order to dis- 
pel any such fears the FPC is ready to 
arrange so that the grid would not alter 
present status of utilities and no effort 
would be made to subject them to fed- 
eral regulation. 

Following conferences with Mr. 
Roosevelt, Mr. Olds declared that 
“everybody knows that we have been 
seeking a co-operative approach to the 
problem since last December, and are 
simply trying to determine whether such 
a plan is feasible and economically 
sound.” 

However, government power officials 
believe that a limited part of the plan 
should be put into operation so that 
operating results can be obtained. It 
is felt that such a test would either 
prove or disprove some of the objec- 
tions so far raised. Indications are that 
unless tangible proof is offered in the 
near future that the grid plan should 
be abandoned, the government will pro- 
ceed on its own to finance and con- 
struct the system and force, by legis- 
lation, interconnections between the 
utility systems to meet any possible 
power shortage in a national emergency. 


Permits City Plant Change 


Upon application filed January 2 
by the city of Kaukauna, Wis., the 
Federal Power Commission has ap- 
proved an amendment of license for 
the city’s hydro-electric project on the 
Fox River, which provides for changes 
in the power house so as to accommo- 
date an additional generator unit. 


Utility to Plant Trees 
Consolidated Edison Co. of New York 


is to plant trees around its main office 
building at 4 Irving Place this month, 
according to Oscar H. Fogg, vice-chair- 
man. In co-operation with the Park De- 
partment, the company will set out six 
oriental plane trees from 25 to 30 ft. 
high and 6 to 8 in. in diameter. The 
office is located in a busy business sec- 
tion. 
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Sun Spot Emission 
Hits Power Systems 


Sun spot disturbances on Easter 
Sunday appear to have affected power 
systems as well as to have disrupted 
communication by radio and by wire. 
Strangely, the first reports received 
came not from far-flung transmission 
systems, as might be expected, but 
from metropolitan territory of limited 
geographical expanse. 

Consolidated Edison Company of 
New York experienced at 11:48 a.m. a 
dip of about 1,500 volts on the 27-kv. 
buses at Hudson Avenue station in 
Brooklyn and also at Hell Gate and 
Sherman Creek stations in the Bronx. 
The charts show it was not confined to 
any particular phase. It lasted about 
a minute and then recurred at 50-60- 
second intervals for an hour or more, 
by which time the voltage dip was down 
to some 300 volts. Similar phenomena 
were reported on the New Jersey 
system. 

No one is ready to hazard an expla- 
nation of this new form of influence on 
power voltage behavior. The charts 
will be studied and an attempt made to 
associate the 60-cycle perturbation with 
the electrophysics of the sun spot 
emission. 


FPC Reports Utility 
Construction Plans 


The Federal Power Commission re- 
ported this week that the proposed con- 
struction expenditures by electric utili- 
ties during 1940 total $593,879,533. Of 
this amount $227,060,565 will be spent 
for generating plants and $366,818,968 
for other electric plants. The privately 
owned utilities will spend $490,434,261 
and publicly owned utilities will spend 
$103,445,272. 

These figures check closely with the 
estimated expenditures for 1940 of 
$605,000,000 as compiled by ELEcTRICAL 
Wortp and reported in the January 
13, 1940, issue. The FPC figures are 
the totals actually reported, but not by 
100 per cent of the industry, whereas 
ELectricaL Worwp’s figures are esti- 
mates for the entire industry. 

A recent .check by ELeEctrRicaL 
Wor.p indicates that with one or two 
exceptions all utility construction plans 
are being carried out. In_ several 
places the final budgets show some in- 
crease over the preliminary figures. 

The commission stated that these ex- 
penditures will provide an additional 
installed capacity of 1,877,844 kw. 
during the year, of which 1,332,635 kw. 
will be added by privately owned utili- 
ties. Publicly owned utilities will add 


234,175 kw. of hydro, 270,372 kw. of 
steam and 40,662 kw. of internal com. 
bustion, while privately owned utilities 
will add 57,000 kw. of hydro, 1,264,085 
kw. of steam and 11,550 kw. of internal 
combustion. 

On January 1, 1940, the total in. 
stalled capacity of all generating 
equipment was 40,317,924 kw., of which 
11,415,165 kw. was hydro, 28,046,948 
kw. was steam and 355,811 kw. was in- 
ternal combustion engine plants. 


Court Interprets New 
Home Rule Statute 


West Virginia Supreme Court of 
Appeals reversed recently the Circuit 
Court of Wyoming County in the two 
cases City of Mullens vs. Union Power 
Co. and City of Mullens vs. Mullens 
Water Works. The opinion of the 
court was written by Judge Maxwell 
and all members of the court con- 
curred. 

By virtue of an amendment to its 
charter, adopting a portion of the mu- 
nicipal home rule statute of 1937, the 
city of Mullens sought to acquire the 
electric property and the water works, 
privately owned utilities, by condemna- 
tion. The city took the position that 
under the constitutional amendment, 
known as the “home rule amendment,” 
and the enabling statute, municipalities 
are clothed with the right of self-deter- 
mination and that it was not necessary 
to obtain the permission of the Public 
Service Commission before the city 
could take over the water plant. 

The Supreme Court dissented, ruling 
it would be “subversive and destruc- 
tive” of the Public Service Commission 
law if a municipality, simply because 
of operating under the new home rule 
plan, could acquire utilities without 
regard to the established policy of the 


state. 
* 


Shawinigan Inaugurates 
Load Building Program 


Shawinigan Water & Power Co. has 
issued its annual publication to inaugt 
rate the 1940 load-building program. 
This publication, which is issued only 
to employees of the company, outlines 
the various campaigns which will be 
carried on during the season and gives 
the monthly kilowatt-hour quotas 
have been set up for the b 
outlets. 

Some of the features of the program 
are: (a) Co-operative wiring 
whereby. the company pays the or 


tractor and the customer reimburse’ | 


the company in small monthly inst 
ments; (b) employee bonus for @ 
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ance sales made by employees outside 
the merchandise division, and (c) com- 
pany absorbs part of range installation 


cost. 
* 


Los Angeles to Build 
New 100,000-kw Plant 


Los Angeles is to build a new 100,- 
000-kw. plant in the southern part of 
its system within the next two years, 
E. F. Scattergood, manager and chief 
engineer, said in Washington, where he 
conferred with members of the Na- 
tional Power Policy Committee, Mr. 
Scattergood, who is also an adviser to 
the committee, said that “Los Angeles 
will need another 60,000-kw. to replace 
the same amount which we contract 
from Pacific Gas & Electric.” 


Seeks to Sell Facilities 


Roberts County Power Co., New 
Effington, S. D., has applied to the Fed- 
eral Power Commission for authoriza- 
tion to sell all of its electric facilities 
to Otter Tail Power Co. The facilities 
include rural and urban electric trans- 
mission and distribution properties 
located in Roberts County, S. D., and 
Richland County, N. D., adjacent’ to 
the Minnesota State line. A purchase 
price of $35,000 has been arrived at 
through negotiations with the purchaser, 
the application states. 

The Roberts County company, a sub- 
sidiary of American Utilities Service 
Corp., purchases, at wholesale, all of 
its electric energy from Otter Tail 
Power Co., which serves adjoining ter- 
ritory. 
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Work Progressing on New 
Unit for Dresser Station 


Public Service Co. of Indiana to spend $6,869,026 this year on con- 
struction — New 50,000-kw. unit is major item in budget — 
Will build substation and transmission lines 


The major item in the $6,869,026 
construction budget of Public Service 
Co. of Indiana this year is the new 
50,000-kw. General Electric generating 
unit to the Dresser steam station. Work 
is progressing rapidly on the new plant 
addition. The complete cost of con- 
struction of the new generating and 
transmission facilities is estimated to be 
$6,400,000, of which $4,480,856 will be 
spent during 1940, according to Robert 
A. Gallagher, president. 

Dresser Power Corp., Public Service 
wholly owned subsidiary, is to construct 
a 132-kv. substation and two 132-kv. 
transmission lines to tie in with the new 
50,000-kw. unit. New financing provided 
the funds for the work, $1,600,000 from 
Public Service for 16,000 shares of 
common stock and $4,800,000 through 
the sale to three insurance companies 
of its first mortgage bonds. 


New Substation 


The substation will be built near 
New Castle, Ind., and will have a ca- 
pacity of 40,000 kva. A 132,000-volt 


steel tower transmission line approx- 
imately 42 miles in length and extend- 
ing between the substation and an in- 
tereconnection with a similar line near 
Five Points, Ind., and a 132,000-volt 
steel tower transmission lines about 13 
miles long to make interconnection with 




























































TO ADD UNIT—Dresser steam-generating station on the Wabash River south of Terre 
. Ind., showing the present 75,000-kw. station and the proposed extension (right), 
in which a new 50,000-kw. General Electric unit will be installed 
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a neighboring utility will be con- 
structed. 

Public Service has shown a steady 
growth in load and its expanding sys- 
tem is showing better earnings. Dur- 
ing 1939 total operating revenues were 
$13,840,864, as against $12,401,662 in 
1938; energy sales were up 14.55 per 
cent to ultimate consumers and up 22.06 
to other electric utilities for resale. 

During 1939 the company built 70 
miles of rural lines and added 732 new 
customers. The average annual use per 
rural customers was 975 kw-hr. In 
1940 Mr. Gallagher estimates that 75 
miles of rural lines will be built and 
750 new customers added. The average 
annual use is estimated to go to 1,000 
kw.-hr. for rural customers. 

In the residential market the com- 
pany renders every assistance to en- 
courage wider use of electrical appli- 
ances. Last year merchandise sales 
totaled $530,579 and produced $110,842 
added E.A.R. During 1940 the company 
estimates sales of $560,750 and $113,- 
795 added E.A.R. Merchandise sales 
in 1939 included 1,240 refrigerators, 
702 ranges, 237 water heaters, 337 
washers and 135 ironers. 


Dismiss Show Cause Order 


West Texas Utilities Co., having filed 
its statement of original cost of prop- 
erties as required by Electric Plant 
Accounts Instruction 2-D of the com- 
mission’s Uniform System of Accounts, 
the Federal Power Commission has dis- 
missed the order, entered last July, re- 
quiring the company to show cause why 
it should not file such statement. 


Electric Heating Test 


The extreme cold and heavy snows 
featuring January and early February 
provided excellent working conditions 
at the National Bureau of Standards 
for recently completed tests of heating 
units for medium- and _ low-priced 
houses, Lyman J. Briggs, director, said. 
Experiments to date have been con- 
fined to electric heating units and com- 
parison made with other heating de- 
vices. 
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Fluorescent Lighting 
Situation Clarified 


industry conference in Chicago — Utilities will co-operate and 
encourage development and promote equipment 


Through frank statements of prob- 
lems and policies the atmosphere that 
has enveloped fluorescent lighting was 
greatly clarified in an industry con- 
ference on that subject which fol- 
lowed the seventh annual sales con- 
ference of the E.E.I. at Chicago last 
week. (For report of the sales confer- 
ence see ELectricaL Wor.p, March 23, 
1940, page 55.) 

A statement of principles adopted 
by the general sales committee, E.E.I., 
was presented by George E. Whitwell, 
vice-president Philadelphia Electric Co., 
who presided. He said utilities would 
(1) encourage every sound technical 
development where better service to the 
customer was rendered, (2) promote 
only such equipment as provides. good 
power factor, (3) lend support to ad- 
vertising programs and promotions that 
are consistent with the facts and (4) 
co-operate with manufacturers who do 
a good job. 


Chart on Costs 


John E. Mueller, West Penn Power 
Co., presented a chart comparison of 
fluorescent and incandescent costs in 
terms of cents per lumen year at rates 
for energy ranging up to 8 cents per 
kilowatt-hour at load factors of 10, 20 
and 30 per cent. 

Public demand for fluorescent is con- 
centrating on the 18-in. daylight and 
on the 48-in. white and daylight types, 
Ward Harrison, director of engineering, 
General Electric, told the gathering, 
and there is a growing tendency, not 
foreseen, to use fluorescent for general 
lighting applications. Contributing to 
the popularity of fluorescent, he said, 
is the increase from 35 lumens to 53 
in the past year, an increase in life 
from 1,500 hours to 2,500 and a 25 per 
cent drop in price. 

Problems currently facing fifteen 
manufacturers of fluorescent fixtures 
were outlined by Rudolph M. Staud, 
president R.L.M. Standards Institute. 
Most manufacturers, he said, are aware 
of the immense service rendered by 
utilities and are grateful for the na- 
tion-wide utility promotion and sales 
which have kept manufacturers’ sales 
costs down. The manufacturers should 
have an important voice in certification 
programs, he said, so they may be 
broad enough to include all manufac- 
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turers. It is important, Mr. Staud said, 
for the lamp people, fixture people, 
switch and ballast people, to co-ordinate 
their efforts on developments. 


Offers Suggestions 


Other suggestions outlined by Mr. 
Staud for the manufacturers related to 
improved methods of power-factor cor- 
rection, more standardization of auxil- 
iaries, reduced dimensions for auxili- 
aries and cheaper ballast equipment. 

Speaking of the value of certification, 
W. J. Amoss, New Orleans Public Serv- 
ice, emphasized the need of utilities 
for tested and complete manufacturers’ 
specifications. 

W. P. Lowell, Jr., of Hygrade-Syl- 
vania Corp., said industry is buying 
fluorescent faster than the demand can 
be supplied, not to save a few kilowatt- 


hours, he said, but because they like 
fluorescent’s softness, lack of shadows, 
its smartness and modernity. If fluores. 
cent was introduced prematurely, he 
said, so was the automobile and the 
radio. Installations are steadily im- 
proving, Mr. Lowell said, and “utilities 
have done beautiful work” in helping 
along fluorescent progress. 

Oscar P. Cleaver, commercial engi- 
neer, Westinghouse Lamp Division, 
summarized the progress of fluorescent 
in the home, stating that while cost was 
the one big reason which mitigated 
against mass home applications, there 
were also the limitations imposed by 
a tubular form and by color effects. 

J. H. Blitzer spoke on prospects for 
residential fluorescent fixtures and A. F, 
Wakefield outlined the objectives of the 
Fluor-O-Lier association. 


Power Ready for Delivery 


Loup River Public Power District 
officials recently announced the district 
would be ready to deliver hydro-gen- 
erated electricity to the Nebraska 
Power Co. at Omaha about April 15. 
Directors extended time of completion 
of the Omaha substation from February 
15 to April 11. 





Utility Position on Fluorescent Lighting 


Resolutions adopted by General Sales Committee, E.E.I. 


Whereas the electric utility industry, to- 
gether with co-operating groups, through 
duly organized and directed educational 
and promotional effort over a period of 
six years, has promulgated certain scien- 
tific principles in lighting applications 
pointing out the relationship of light to the 
conservation of eyesight, under the caption 
“Better Light—Better Sight,” and 


Whereas the utilities have helped to 
establish: the validity of these principles 
among all classes of electrical consumers, 
and 


Whereas new fluorescent sources have 
been introduced into the field of general 
lighting which, together with controlling 
devices and light utilization equipment 
affect the quality, quantity and efficiency 
of lighting systems, and 

Whereas fluorescent sources and the 
equipment for their use now available on 
the market involve not only problems but 
also opportunities in rendering the best 
lighting service to the consuming public 
by utilities and manufacturers and sellers 
of these sources and equipment, and 


Whereas it is essential to lighting 
progress that there be clarification of view- 
Point on the merits of fluorescent lighting 
in the general lighting field, and on the 


in promoting, advertising and selling to 
the public at large: therefore be it 


SS ST 


RESOLVED: That it will be the policy 
of the General Sales Committee of Edison 
Electric Institute 

1. To encourage every sound technical 
development in lighting sources and the 
art of their application in those fields 
where a better service can be rendered 
in accordance with the broad, established 
Better Light—Better Sight principles, with 
emphasis on freedom from glare, proper 
levels of illumination and the best inter- 
ests of the consumer. 


2. To promote only such lighting equip- 
ment as will provide good power factor 
(90 per cent or more) thereby protecting 
the wiring capacities of consumer in 
stallations, 

3. To lend support to such advertising 
programs and to engage in such active 
promotion of fluorescent lighting as are 
consistent with the facts, are free from 
exaggeration and are easily subject 1 
accurate interpretation by the consumer. 

4. To co-operate with all manufacturers 
of light sources and equipment who are 
interested in the promotion of better light 
ing in so far as it contributes to the health. 
comfort and convenience of electrical com 
sumers, and to the industrial and com 
mercial progress of the country. 


fixtures, portable lamps and others it 
terested in lighting development. 
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EXHIBIT—1.E.S. control-of-light exhibit at the 1940 convention of the American Association of School Administrators at St. Louis. 
which illustrated six of the subjects covered in the forthcoming “Study of Lighting.” a manual for classroom use. A total of 762 


visitors at the booth requested copies of the manual, which is to be issued in May 





West Coast Utility 
Asks to Sell Units 


Nevada-California [Electric Corp., 
Riverside, Calif., has filed an applica- 
tion with the Federal Power Commis- 
sion either to disclaim jurisdiction or 
authorize the sale to the Department of 
Water and Power, city of Los Angeles, 
of its electric distribution systems in 
the town of Big Pine and the city of 
Bishop in Inyo County, California. 

The facilities proposed to be sold are 
used only for local distribution in the 
areas named and none of them is used 
for the transmission of electric energy 
in interstate commerce, the applicant 
states. In the meantime, application 
has been filed with the Railroad Com- 
mission of California for authorization 
of the proposed sale, setting forth terms 
of $70,575 plus amounts covering con- 
struction work in progress up to the 
date of transfer. 

Properties proposed to be sold con- 
sist of the Big Pine substation and site 
with all appurtenances, Big Pine dis- 
tribution system with all facilities and 
accessories, Bishop substation, site and 
distribution system, together with ease- 
ments, records and franchises involved 
in the distribution of electric energy in 
the two communities. 


Garkane Power Case 


The outcome of the case of the Gar- 
e Power Association, argued before 
Utah State Supreme Court, is ex- 

pected to have an important bearing 
Nationally on the status of co-operative 


power organizations. The Garkane group 
claims it is exempt from supervision 
by the Utah State Public Service Com- 
mission. The commission argued that 
any agency, whether co-operative or 
not, which serves the public is a public 
utility. 


Phillips May Move 
to Dissolve GRDA 


Possibility that Gov. Leon Phillips 
might dissolve the state’s five-man 
Grand River Dam Authority came at 
the close of the first day in the hearing 
this week at Vinita, Okla., of an injunc- 
tion suit brought by the federal govern- 
ment to prevent state interference in 


the construction of the $20,000,000 
WPA-financed dam. 
Governor Phillips claims WPA 


should pay $889,275 for damages to 
state highways caused by dam con- 
struction. WPA contends a previous 
agreement reportedly approved by 
GRDA calls for only $300,000 settle- 
ment. Governor Phillips told reporters 
that he would certainly consider ap- 
proval by the GRDA of the $300,000 
settlement as grounds for removal. 

Federal Judges F. E. Kennamer, 
A. P. Murrah and Robert L. Williams, 
sitting en banc over-ruled the state’s 
motion to dismiss and took jurisdiction. 

Late last week, while two National 
Guard observers stood by, workmen 
released the drop gates to the huge 
flood-power dam and the 52,000-acre 
reservoir began to fill with muddy 
water. 
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Utility Measures 
Killed in Kentucky 


Municipal ownership of public utili- 
ties was completely defeated by the 
Legislature of Kentucky before its re- 
cent adjournment. The city adminis- 
tration of Louisville, under the leader- 
ship of Mayor Joseph D. Scholtz, 
fought for an enabling act to acquire 
the Louisville Gas & Electric Co. 
Governor Johnson would not make the 
Louisville bill an “administration meas- 
ure” and as only administration- 
approved legislation got through, it 
died in committee. 

Two other measures designed in 
one way or another to pave the way for 
municipal ownership of power and light 
properties in the state of Kentucky 
were not acted upon, but died in com- 
mittee, and a fourth bill was defeated 
by the lower house by a vote of 53 
to 27. 


REA Systems Buy 64.6% 
of Power from Utilities 


There are 553 REA systems now re- 
ceiving power for distribution over 
lines to rural customers. The latest fig- 
ures show that of the total power used 
64.6 per cent is supplied by private 
utilities to 357 REA systems, 19.5 per 
cent from municipally owned plants to 
108 systems, 7.4 per cent from REA 
plants to 41 systems, 4.7 per cent from 
TVA to 26 systems, 1.6 per cent from 
power districts to 9 systems and 2.2 
per cent from other public authorities 
to twelve systems. 
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Missouri Valley Group 
Reports on Operations 


Engineering conference of Missouri Valley Electric Association told 
that Grand River Dam project is an unnecessary duplication 
of investment — Present facilities should be used 


Characterizing the Grand River Dam 
project as “indefensible financially” 
and “an unnecessary duplication of in- 
vestment,” George A. Davis, vice-presi- 
dent of the Oklahoma Gas & Electric 
Co., told. engineers attending the Mis- 
souri Valley Electric Association Engi- 
neering Conference in Kansas City last 
week that the present public argument 
is a battle between two_ political fac- 
tions in which the utilities and the 
Grand River Dam Authority have been 
caught in the crossfire. 

Attitude of the utilities in the matter, 
Mr. Davis pointed out, is to demand 
that if there is a saving in generating 
costs to be secured that it be conserved 
by selling the power generated to the 
utilities which have the facilities for its 
distribution. - 


Series Capacitors 


C. E. Bathe and P. L. Shelley, Okla- 
homa Gas & Electric Co., reported 
favorable experience with two series 
capacitor installations on lines of low 
capacity for reduction of voltage regu- 
lation caused by induction motors. The 
authors felt that ability of these ca- 
pacitors to increase line capacity for 
given voltage regulation at lagging 
power factors indicated their greatest 
usefulness to be on low-capacity lines. 

G. C. Moomaw, Iowa-Nebraska Light 
& Power Co., reported experience with 
installation of a high-voltage step regu- 
lator on a tie line between two gen- 
erating stations, undertaken as an 
expedient to avoid capacity additions. 





Mr. Moomaw reported some difficulty 
in securing proper operation of the 
regulator because of reversal of power 
flow, and in his conclusions recom- 
mended that others give the matter 
careful study before making similar in- 
stallations. 

In a comparative study of the ad- 
vantages of separate and combined light 
and power secondaries W. K. McMur- 
ray, St. Joseph Light, Heat & Power 
Co., found little cost advantage of one 
system over the other. However, he 
found service continuity and customer 
acceptance in favor of combined light 
and power secondaries with improved 
voltage regulation and reduction of 
lamp flicker favoring separate sec- 
ondaries. 

Where transmission systems of 69 kv. 
and above can be designed from the 
beginning, overhead ground wires are 
more economical than protector tubes, 
J. E. Hobson, Westinghouse, told the 
power system engineering group. How- 
ever, he stated, on existing systems of 
this class, where trouble is frequent, 
installation of protector tubes is 
cheaper than ground wires. Factors to 
be considered in arriving at the most 
economical course in any case are (1) 
cost of extending structures to give a 
shielding angle of 30 deg. with over- 
head ground wires, (2) cost of ground 
wires and (3) cost of securing a 
ground having a resistance of 5 ohms 
or less. 

In discussing experience with auto- 
matic boiler control at Northeast sta- 


tion, Ray Winters, Kansas City Power 
& Light Co., stated that no serious 
troubles had occurred during the 2%4 
years operation that could not he 
traced to “beginners’ trouble”. Among 
Mr. Winters’ suggestions regarding 
operation of similar systems were: (1) 
Normally, adjustments should not be 
made when the system is tuned up and 
operating properly, (2) when trouble 
develops look for leaks, etc., first, and 
then, if adjustments are necessary, have 
one man make them. 


Conductor Vibrations 


L. C. Peskin, American Steel & Wire 
Co., reported three methods of mini- 
mizing conductor vibration damage to 
be in common use: (1) Use of con- 
ductors with vibration damping char- 
acteristics, (2) use of vibration damp- 
ers and (3) use of supporting connect- 
ing and splicing methods that reduce 
stress concentrations and points of 
abrasion to a minimum. Armor rods, 
special ties and hardware accessories 
are included in the latter method, 
which Peskin stated seem to be yielding 
the best results. 

A comparison of the advantages of 
steam- and electrically powered aux- 
iliaries led C. A. Bulter, United Light 
& Power Service Co., to conclude that 
for normal operation motor drives were 
more efficient and less expensive than 
steam and that steam was an attractive 
standby for essential drive in large 
plants. 


Utility Tells Public About 
Its Business Operations 


Consolidated Edison Co. of New York 
is running a full-page advertisement 
in local papers showing operations for 
1939. It explains operating revenues of 
$251,171,407 and net income of $36, 
428,119. A break-up of the money spent 


\ 


AT CONFERENCE—Among those who gathered last week in Kansas City to attend the engineering conference of the Missouri 
Valley Electric Association were (I. to r.) W. H. Hogan, Fort Dodge Gas & Electric Co,’ and Fred Campbell, United 
Light & Power Service Corp.; T. G. Hieronymus, Kansas City Power & Light Co.; I. D. Pettegrew. Missouri Valley Electric 
Association director, and J. M. Drabelle. lowa Electric Light & Power Co., and J. W. Howe, lowa Electric Light & Power Co 
and D. D. Clarke, Kansas City Power & Light Co. 
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showed that 27.6 cents of the dollar 
went to labor, 10 cents to depreciation, 
18.5 cents for coal, 21.7 cents for taxes, 
7.7 cents for interest, 4.3 cents for pre- 
ferred stock, 9.2 cents for common stock 
and 1 cent to surplus. Taxes totaled 
$54,677,205. The advertisement, the first 
of its kind for the company, was de- 
signed to tell the story of the business 
to the public. 
2 


Mathews Quits SEC 
to Take Utility Post 


George C. Mathews, one of the orig- 
inal members of the Securities and 
Exchange Commission, resigned this 
week, effective April 15, to take a posi- 
tion with the Northern States Power 
Co., subsidiary of Standard Gas & 
Electric. 

Robert F. Pack, utility president, 
said that he had invited Mr. Mathews 
to become associated with the com- 


y. 

Mr. Mathews, one of the two Repub- 
lican members of the SEC, said that 
he had been in Washington longer 
than he expected to be when he ac- 
cepted the original appointment of 
President Roosevelt. He said that he 
regretted leaving the SEC at a time 
when the basic system of federal secu- 
rities regulations is under attack. 

“As for regulation of public utility 
holding companies,” he declared, “it 
unquestionably was and is called for. 
In that field one of the commission’s 
biggest tasks is the section of the law 
calling for integration and simplifica- 
tion of holding company systems. 

“I think the most constructive job 
will be done if the utilities recognize 
the importance of compliance and help 
to work out the program. Any other 
policy means that the commission must 
do the job alone. Self-interest alone 
ought to cause the companies—as some 
of them are doing—to try to assist in 
the application of the law.” 

SEC Chairman Jerome Frank said 
that the government was “losing one 
of its ablest public servants.” 


Franchise Transfer Denied 


Petition of the Twin State Gas & 

ric Co. for authority to transfer 
to the New York Power & Light Corp. 
its franchises, works and system lo- 
tated in the town of Hoosick, Rensse- 

County, New York, has been denied 
by the state Public Service Commission. 
“In view of the fact that the proposed 
Ptice is excessive,” the commission 
stated, “it was determined that the 
Petition is not in the public interest and 
should be disapproved.” 


Utah Power & Light Plans 
to Expand Rural System 


Will construct 140 miles of new rural lines to add 2.300 more customers 
—Average annual power use to be increased—Company sets 
$1,303,000 construction budget for 1940 


Utah Power & Light Co. will spend 
approximately $1,303,000 on new con- 
struction this year with the major por- 
tion going to distribution. This com- 
pares with a budget of $1,048,000 in 
1939, of which $748,000 was spent on 
the distribution system. 

The company expects to build approx- 
imately 140 miles of new rural lines 
during the year and to add 2,300 more 
rural customers, according to L. B. 
Fuller, chief engineer. Last year, Mr. 
Fuller said, the company added more 
than 82 miles of rural lines to the dis- 
tribution system and connected to these 
new lines and to existing rural lines 
1,994 additional rural customers. 


Power use higher 


A steady growth in the average an- 
nual consumption of electricity has 
been noted. In 1938 rural customers 
had an average use of 922 kw.-hr., which 
increased to 996 kw.-hr. last year, and 
is expected to hit 1,104 kw.-hr. this 
year. 

Combined company and dealer appli- 
ance sales during 1938 totaled $5,162.- 
694 with E.A.R. of $292,037. Last year 
sales totaled $6,162,038 with E.A.R. of 
$341,672. During 1940 sales are esti- 
mated at $6,044,360 with E.A.R. of 
$340,002. 

Mr. Fuller said that rate reductions 
put into effect during 1939 which ap- 
plied to the respective classifications for 
the twelve months, preceding their 


effective dates, amounted to annual rev- 
enue reduction of $300,000. 

Last year the company constructed 
no new generating plants, but built a 
new 4,000-kva. substation at Ogden. 

Allocation of the construction budget 
compares as follows: 


1939 1940 
Praesens on. Ande RL $130,000 $135,000 
VOOR, no cin ccs cXccndas 69, 66,000 
GI 5. Cnc ecdendecs 748,000 847,000 
Transportation .............. 35,000 141,000 
General and miscellaneous. . 66,000 114,000 


Files FPC Cost Data 


New York Power & Light Corp. has 
filed with the Federal Power Commis- 
sion a statement of original cost of its 
property as required by the commis- 
sion’s uniform system of accounts and 
the FPC has dismissed its order adopted 
July 14, 1939, directing the corporation 
to show cause why it had failed to com- 
ply with this accounting instruction. 


Primary Load Up 16.9% 


Hydro-Electric Power Commission of 
Ontario reports primary load for all 
systems in February at 1,702,638 hp., 
against 1,456,925 hp. in February, 


1939, an increase of 16.9 per cent. 





SUBSTATION—New modern 4,000-kva. substation of Utah Power & Light Company 


which was constructed at Ogden. 
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It incorporates the latest improvements 
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Discusses Thchelend 
of Public Relations 


Public utility companies should begin 
their public relations programs with 
a well-rounded schedule of newspaper 
advertising, in the opinion of Henry 
Obermeyer, assistant vice-president of 
Consolidated Edison Co. of New York. 

Speaking before the second in a 
series of clinics on “Technique of Pub- 
lic Relations” at the Advertising Club 
in New York, Mr. Obermeyer said that 
utilities through newspapers should 
promote the sale of appliances to stim- 
ulate the business co-operating appli- 
ance dealers and thus extend the use 
of existing appliances. 

It was the opinion of Mr. Obermeyer 
that the utility should try to gain a 
better appreciation of the value of its 
services from the public and the com- 
munity. He said that it should publish 
information about its business and 
business problems of mutual interest 
to the company and to its customers. 
Bill inclosures were recommended. “Its 
policy will be to serve local publishers 
by giving their news-gatherers prompt 
and free access to the sources of news 
and to assist them so far as possible 
by preparing statistical and other in- 
formation in the exact form in which 
it is required,” he declared. 


San Francisco Fair 


Lighting, which was voted the most 
attractive feature of the San Fran- 
cisco fair last year, has been the 
subject of most exposition publicity 
releases in preparation for this year’s 
opening, May 25. One of these gave 
the grand total of electrical consump- 
tion during the first season—40,000,- 
000 kw.-hr. 


MKB Sales Booklet 


The Modern Kitchen Bureau has pre- 
pared a booklet containing a summary 
of “letters entered in the contest last 
year for retail salesmen on electric 
water heater sales. It contains actual 
methods used by salesmen and use of 
sales-making material. Copies are avail- 
able without charge. 


Gets NLRB Decision 


The National _Lahor Relations Board 
has announced.a decision directing Em- 
pire District Electric Co., Joplin, Mo., 
a subsidiary of Cities Servine Power & 
Light Co., to cease discouraging mem- 
bership in International Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers, Local Union B-%5 


10 (978) 


(AFL), or any other labor organization 
by transferring its employees to less 
desirable positions or in any other man- 
ner discriminating in regards to their 
hire or tenure of employment. 





MEETINGS 


Association of Iron and Steel fuagre—Seving 
engineering conference, Cincinnati, Ohio, Apri 
-2. Brent Wiley, managing director, re 
Building, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Maryland Utilities Association—Spring meetin 
Lord Baltimore Hotel, Baltimore, M Pid. A pril © 


Purdy, secretary, Lexington fide Peat 


more, Md. 

Amarinns Chemical Society—Symposium on chem- 
istry of electrical nee at spring meeting, 
Cincinnati, Ohio, A 

Midwest Power ween a er House, Chi- 
cago, Ill., April 9-10. 

Northwest Electric Light and Power Assoclation— 
caqinwarin and operation section, Davenport 
Hotel, Spokane, Wash., April 10-12; ‘econte 
and business practice section, Benson Hotel, 
Portland, Ore., May 23-24. Berkeley Snow, ex- 
aan secretary, 707 Spalding Bidg., Portland, 
re 

Arkansas Utilities Association—Annual_ meeting, 
Hot Springs, Ark., April 15-16. R. E. Ritchie, 
secretary- -treasurer,. Little Rock, Ark. 

Missouri Association of Public Utilities—Annual 
convention, Elms Hotel, Excelsior oes Mo 


April 17- 19, Jesse Blythe, assistant fetary. 
Merchants es Bidg., 101 West High “St, Je 
ferson City; M 


Electrochemical Socity—Spring aoeieg. Sal o- 
Hall, Wernersville, Pa r. Colin 
G. Fink, secretary, Columbia University, New 
York, N: Y. 

Illuminating ineering Society—First annual 
Pacific Coast ghia conference, Los Angeles, 
Calif., April 2 Horton executive 
secretary, 51 Madison Avenue, New York, N 

American Society of Mechanical gee 
Spring meeting, Worcester, Mass. ay 1-3; 
semi-annual meeting, Milwaukee, Wis, June 
17-21. C. E. Davies, national secretary, 29 West 
39h St., New York, 


Edison Electric Institute—Technical committees, 
Edgewater Beach Hotel, Chicago, Ill. May 
6-9; annual ‘Atlantic City, N. J., 
June 3-6. 

Southeastern Electric Exchange—Annual center 
ence, Hotel Roanoke, Roanoke, Va., May 9? 

J. W. Talley, executive secretary, 308 cn 
Howell Bldg., Atlanta, Ga 

National Fire Protection Association—Annual 
meeting, Atlantic City, N. J., May 6-I1. Robert 
S. Mou ton, technical ae 60 Batterymarch 
St., Boston, Mass 

National Electrical Manufacturers Association— 
vera maar Hing Homestead, Hot Sprin . 
Va., J. Donald, managing 
rector, 165" eae ath St., New York. 

National District Heating Association—Annual 
meeting. French Lick Springs Hotel. French 
Lick, Ind., May 14-17. John F. Collins, Jr., 
secreta 1231 Grant Building, Pitts- 
burgh, 

Empire siete Gas and Electric Association—Elec- 
tric cower group, New York, N. Y., May !7. 
George H. Smith, secretary, Grand Central 
Terminal, New York, N. Y. 

National Electrical ‘estindin Association—An- 
nual convention, The Homestead, Hot Springs, 
Va., May 19-23. E, Donald Tolles, managing 
director, 165 or New York, 

Pacific Coast Electrical Association—Annual con- 

vention, Hotel Oakland, Oakland Calif. cer 


convention, 


“treasurer, 


22-24. Harold Q Noack, Hub 

Oakland, convention chairman. 

National Association of Purchasing nts—An- 
nual convention, Netherland Plaza Hotel, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, June 3 Renard, execu- 


tive secretary- a it Park Place, New 


York, 
American Society for Testing Materials—Annua 
+ at eee agg ago Hall, aa “ein, 
tary, "260 "'South Broad St. Philadelphie, Pax” 
American Institute of Electrical Engineers—Sum- 
sane gore. Swampscott, Mass., June 24-28. 
H. Henline, national’ secretary, 33 West 


Sth St., New Yo . 
Canadian Electrica jation—Fiftieth annual 


Associ 
convention feciden Jubites). eaten. = Club, 
Pe. > nada, June 25-28 Fairch ild: 
secretary, 804 Tramways " Bidg., Montreal, 
Canada. 
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USHA Will Install q 
Color Dial miotocl 


Faced with the necessity of keeping | 
utility costs within the budgets of low. — 
income families occupying its multiple — 
housing projects, the United States — 
Housing Authority has perfected a | 
number of plans and appliances and — 
has recommended them to the local 
housing authorities which are construct- 
ing the projects. 

Most notable piece of equipment is 
a color dial meter, designed to give the 
tenant some control over his consump- 
tion of electricity. The new meter, 
which is being put out in April by 
Stewart-Warner, is a variation on the 
REA’s cyclometer. Instead of showing 
the number of kilowatt-hours used the 
dial of the USHA meter is painted in 
four colors. 

About half the circumference of the 
dial is painted in green. This repre- 
sents the amount of electricity allowed 
the tenant over a three-month period, 
the charge for which is included in 
his monthly rental. The three other 
bands of colors around the dial repre- 
sent the amount of electricity used in 
excess of the allowable. 


Power Use Shown 


Thus, when the tenant has used his 
allotted amount of current, the yellow 
section of the dial reaches the arrow, 
and he knows he has used, say, 25 
cents in excess. The next band, painted 
in gray, represents 40 cents in excess 
of the allowable, and the red band 
represents $1, for example. 

The meters will be placed in the 
kitchen of the dwelling unit, so the 
tenant can tell at all times his con- 
sumption of electricity over the allowed 
amount. The meter will be read every 
three months, instead of monthly. 

A. C. Bredahl, chief engineer of 
USHA, said that by reading the meter 
quarterly the cost of service will be 
reduced by the local housing authority. 
Use of the meter by the local housing 
authority is optional, but the manufac- 
turers are preparing a sales campaign 
to point out the advantages of the im 
strument for group housing purposes. 

One feature of the meter is that if 
lights go off within the dwelling unit 
the tenant may go to the meter and 
determine whether the trouble is on 
one of the circuits or on the feeder 
line outside. The meter is equipped 
with a push-button which operates 4 
pilot light, illuminating the color dial. 
If the pilot light operates, then the 
tenant knows that the trouble is inside. 
A new fuse may fix it up. If the pilot 
light fails to work, then the trouble is 
outside. The meter is Model 7468, 120 
volts, 5 amperes and 60 cycles. 


1940 





On all your lines at pays to keep 
customer meters turning 
conmfinuously L-M Reclosers prevent many a needless 


revenue loss, save costs of troubleman’s trips ...and assure your customers better service. 





That's what we mean when we say that these L-M Reclosing Cutouts pay for themselves 
many times over in the increased profits and better customer relations they insure. For that 
point on your line, where continuous service is desirable, L-M offers a complete line of 
two and three operation reclosing cutouts . . . of various constructions . . . to meet 


your particular requirements. Ask your L-M representative or write for complete 


information. LINE MATERIAL COMPANY, Milwovkee, Wisconsin. 


Where continuous service is desired 
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SNOW BLANKET—Pictures of North substation of 
Duquesne Light Co. during the recent 20-in. snowstorm 
which blanketed Pitisburgh. Snow is ssen bridging all 
bushings of the 66-kv. breakers and snow arching out 
from each bushing of the three 22-kv. breakers. Upper 
left is looking down on top of 22-kv. bus with control 
ducts in foreground. H. H. Marsh, Jr., assistant general 
superintendent of substations, who took the pictures, said 
the equipment was energized and functioning at full-tlt 
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; : —_ - Philip M. Alden, Philade!phia | J 
President Charles W. Kellogg and Oscar P. Cleaver, Westinghouse; R. Freeman Barnes, George Durban.. Frigidaire; Ernest R. ume 
C. E. Greenwood, E.E.I. General Electric: Glenn N, Trumbull, E.E.I. Philadelphia Ele: 'ric 





Howard M. Sharp, Buffalo, Niagara & Eastern Power: Reese Mills, 
Westinghouse; J. M. Stedman, Pennsylvania Power & Light 


WORLD CHALLENGERS—Employees of Fall River (Mass.) Electric Light Co. hung up a record of 4,377,460 no-injury man-hours in 
the 942 years before the break came on January 9, 1940, with over 200 average on the payroll. 


According to the National Safety 
Council the best previous record was Nebraska Power's 4,101,044 man-hours. 


Here are a few of the Fall River utility employees 
from the overhead, underground, street lighting, stock, meter and plant record departments who co-operated with others in the 


organization to achieve this fine record 


Campbell Wood, Nash-Kelvinator: D. M. DeBard, Stone & Webster Service: 
R. G. Kenyon, Southern California Edison: G. C. King, Brockton Edison 


SALES CONFERENCE—More than 600 utility sales executives gathered in Chicago last week for the annual general sales conference of the 
Edison Electric Institute to discuss sales methods and plans to gain wider distribution of appliances and to obtain a more profitable load 


Electric: 


R. Laws. }. H. Fie 


ey, 
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Kentucky Utilities: Kinsey M. Robinson, Washington G. A, Gardner, 


Duquesne Light; W. H. Thompson, Westinghouse; 
Water Power; A, H. Jaeger, Hotpoint 


W. L. Berry, Union Electric of Missouri 





ithods followed i in ¢ 
tart at the microscope; end in the high 
pressure room! 


IR many years now, Anaconda engineers have been 
\iming at perfection by applying the results of research 
mprove lead cable sheaths. 
n addition to our exhaustive microscopic, physical and 
mical tests on lead, huge test samples of lead sheath 
ghing close to one ton are prepared and subjected to 
h high and low internal pressures. The effect of stop 
‘ks, welds, eccentricity and other manufacturing varia- 
1s are observed. The factor that proves weakest under 
variation of stresses is soon found and corrected so 
t in service almost any extraordinary condition can be 
> with a wide margin of safety. In applied research of 
; kind is the origination of your guarantee 
: wites and cables bearing the Anaconda AN 
lemark are of the highest quality. 4oas0 
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Burst tests on full charg 


of lead sheath. 
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C tput Dips in Week: 
 §$till 10% Above ‘39 


’ Output of electricity by the electric 
‘Jight and power industry for the week 
‘ended March 23 was 2,424,350,000 kw.- 
“hr. a dip of 1.5 per cent from the pre- 
"ceding week but a gain of 10.3 per cent 
‘ever the corresponding week of last 
» year, according to the Edison Electric 
Institute. 


With the seasonal dip that occurred 


' during the week of March 23, the out- 
"put curve widened its margin over 1938 
' to 22.8 per cent, but narrowed the gain 
over 1937, the previous high year, to 
10.2 per cent. The sag during the week 


was sufficient to drop the curve to a 


' new low for 1940. 


Production of electricity for the week 


Weekly Output Millions Kw.Hr. 


Mar. 23 2,424 Mar. 25 2,199 Mar. 27 2,200 
Mar. 16 2,460 Mar. 18 2,225 Mar. 20 2,211 
Mar. 9 2,464 Mar. I! 2,238 Mar. 13 2,213 
Mar. 2 2,479 Mar. 4 2,244 Mar. 6 2,200 
Feb. 24 2,455 Feb. 25 2, Feb. 27 2,207 
Feb. 17 2,476 Feb. 18 2,249 Feb. 20 2,212 


Per Cent Change from Previous Year 


Week Ending 
Cr+. 
Mar. 23 Mar. 16 Mar. 9 
New England .......... + 4.1 6.3 5.4 
Middle Atlantic ...... + 8.0 8.3 92 
Central Industrial ..... +13.8 13.5 13.4 
West Central ......... 75 +10.7 11.3 
Southern States ........ 8.4 10.8 8.5 
Rocky Mountain ...... 15.0 18.0 15.7 
WOCWC  ddabacdiseccct + 4.1 55 25 
United States ....... +103 +106 +410.1 


Billions of Kw-Hr. 
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ended March 23 represented a decrease 
of 8.2 per cent from last winter’s peak, 
as compared with similar decreases of 
6.9, 10.8 and 3.4 per cent for 1939, 
1938 and 1937, respectively. 

Rocky Mountain and Central Indus- 





May Revise Bay State 
Lighting Code Upward 


After sixteen years of service the 
lighting code administered by the Mas- 
sachusetts Department of Labor and 
Industries faces the likelihood of re- 
vision to provide for higher standards 
of illumination, if the trend of opinion 
at a recent meeting of the New Eng- 
land section of the LE.S. in Boston is 
a fair index. With chairman of the 
section Robert B. Ely presiding, the 
members heard J. A. Scanger, chief 
inspector safety division; W. H. Wellen, 
chief of the division of safety of the 
Bay State board, and Howard M. 
Sharp, general secretary I.E.S. and a 
member of the organization of the 
Buffalo, Niagara & Eastern Power Co., 
discuss various aspects of modern il- 
lumination. 

Mr. Sanger said that while the de- 
partment has relatively little time to 
devote to lighting matters, it has never 
been obliged to carry a lighting code 
enforcement issue to the courts. In the 
first year’s administration of this code 
1,500 orders were issued requiring 
changes in lighting owing to poor con- 
ditions prevailing. Gradually owners 
and operators of business establish- 








Oo NO 


trial States continued to lead in regional 
increases over last year with respective 
gains of 15.0 and 13.8 per cent. New 
England and Pacific Coast states re- 
ported the smallest increases, 4.1 per 
cent for each. 





ments have become convinced of the 
value of good lighting, and in general 
the requirements of the code, which 
represent minimum values, have been 
materially exceeded as to intensities 
provided. It is still easier to get a 
concern to install a proper lighting 
system, however, than to keep it well 
maintained in service. 

Mr. Wellen suggested that the time 
may be at hand to consider bringing 
the Code into line with modern lighting 
standards and pointed out that the 
board has authority to do this without 
further legislation if it decides that 
such a course is necessary. 


* 

Illinois Electric Sales 

Total sales of energy to ultimate con- 
sumers by the eleven largest electric 
utilities in the state of Illinois amounted 
to 676,252,280 kw.-hr. in February, as 
compared with the 604,322,143 kw.-hr. 
for the same month last year, according 
to a report issued by the Illinois Com- 
merce Commission. This is an increase 
of 11.9 per cent in sales. Comparison 
of February sales with those for Janu- 


ary, 1940, reveals a decrease of 7.1 per 
cent, 
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New Support Gained 
for Adequate Wiring 


Promotion of adequate wiring is gain- 
ing new support as additional bureaus 
are established. Through the co-opera- 
tive effort of Dayton Power & Light, 
the Ohio Inspection Bureau and leading 
electrical contractors and dealers, a 
bureau has been established in Dayton. 
W. E. Steiner of Dayton Power & Light 
heads the local committee. 

J. W. Bright, Westinghouse Electric 
Supply Co., has been named president 
of the Norfolk, Va., Adequate Wiring 
Bureau. A. E. Dunn and C. A. Leonard 
of Virginia Electric & Power are secre- 
tary-treasurer and chairman of the 
executive committee, respectively. 

North Central Associated Electric In- 
dustries, with headquarters in Minne- 
apolis, has been licensed to operate the 
certification features of the National 
Adequate Wiring program, to cover the 
state of Minnesota. 

The year 1939, which marked the 
first nation-wide, industry-wide effort 
to promote adequate residential wiring, 
resulted in a 13.5 per cent realization 
of the attainable market; that is, a 
market of approximately half the total 
of 475,000 homes built. 
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Noble Made Superintendent 
of Electric Production 


Harold A. Noble has been appointed 
superintendent of electric production 
for the San Diego Consolidated Gas & 
Electric Co. 

His first engineering experience fol- 
lowing graduation from the University 
of North Dakota in 1920 was with the 
Fargo Engineering Co., Jackson, Mich., 
which at that time specialized in power 
plant design. Late in 1920 he went to 
Montana as assistant operation engi- 
neer for the Valier Irrigation project 
in north-central Montana. In 1923 he 
transferred his interests to Chicago 





where he was employed by the Byllesby 
Engineering & Management Corp. until 
1924. 

Then he entered the construction de- 
partment of the San Diego Consolidated 
Gas & Electric Co. Six years later Mr. 
Noble became assistant superintendent 
of electric production under C. W. Wig- 
gins, who died early this year. 


PE. C. Low, formerly San Francisco 
branch manager, has been elected presi- 
dent of John A. Roebling’s Sons Co. of 
California, succeeding F. A. Hammonp, 
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who has retired after 41 years of active 
service with the organization. Mr. Ham- 
mond’s career with Roebling started in 
1899. Mr. Low has been connected with 
the organization since 1910. 


New England Power Sales 
Engineers Transferred 


Relocation of several power sales 
engineers has been effected in the New 
England Power Association system. 
Galt F. Parsons, for the past eight 
years in charge of South Shore power 
sales, with headquarters at Quincy, 
Mass., has been transferred to the Bos- 
ton headquarters office, on the staff of 
Claude D. Lawrence, power sales man- 
ager of the New England Power Serv- 
ice Co. 

Harry E. Wilkins, power sales engi- 
neer for the Boston North Shore dis- 
trict, has been transferred from Salem 
to take charge of the South Shore work 
based on Quincy. He has been suc- 
ceeded at Salem by Charles C. Pyne 
of the power sales department of the 
Narragansett Electric Co., Providence, 


Wallace S. Carson, commercial light- 
ing and electric cooking -engineer, 
Quincy Electric Light & Power Co., 
has left the service of New England 
Power to become Norfolk County engi- 
neer with offices at Dedham, Mass. 
George Kennedy of the Boston office 
power sales department succeeds Mr. 
Carson at Quincy. 

e 


> Lewis H. Brown, president of the 
Johns-Manville Corp., has been elected 
a director of the American Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. 


>» Ray Locxuart, for the past five 
years with the power sales engineer- 
ing department of the El Paso (Tex.) 
Electric Co., has joined the industrial 
sales department of the Brockton 
(Mass.) Edison Co. 


Reliance Elects Corey 
Sales Vice-President 


James W. Corey, since 1932 general 
sales manager of the Reliance Electric 
& Engineering Co., Cleveland, was 





elected sales vice-president at a meet- 
ing of the company’s directors held 
last week. 

Mr. Corey started in the engineering 
department of Reliance in 1911. He 
transferred to the sales department in 
1916, and in 1927 was made assistant 
sales manager. He was appointed 
general sales manager in 1932 and was 


elected a director of the company in 
1935. 


> D. C. Hess, vice-president of the In- 
dianapolis Power & Light Co., was 
elected president of the Electric League 
of Indianapolis at a recent meeting of 
the board of directors. 


> Acrrep C. SANGER, who for the past 
several months has served as sales man- 
ager of the General Electric household 
refrigerator section, has been named 
manager ofthe G. E. heating device and 
fan section., Mr. Sanger succeeds C. J. 
Hendon, who has resigned after serving 
several years in that position. The new 
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sales manager for G. E. refrigerators is 
L. H. Miller, who since the consolida- 
tion of G. E. appliance activities at 
Bridgeport has been manager of mer- 
chandising services. The functions of 
the latter section have been reallocated 
in the department. 


> Frank LANGLEY has been appointed 
superintendent of the Wisconsin Gas & 
Electric Co. at Burlington, Wis., to 
succeed WittiAM J. Leacn. Mr. Leach 
has retired after 36 years of service. 


> CHARLES BARATELLI has been ap- 
pointed to the sales division of the 
Polaroid Corp., Cambridge, Mass. Mr. 
Baratelli was formerly sales manager 
of the Greist Manufacturing Co. 


>H. A. FetppusH has been elected a 
vice-president of the Worthington Pump 
& Machinery Corp. Mr. Feldbush will 
make his headquarters at Holyoke, 
Mass., where he will have charge of op- 
erations of the corporation’s Holyoke 
Works in the manufacture of air and 
refrigerating equipment. He has been 
connected with Worthington since 1915. 


> E. T. B. Gross, formerly chief of the 
general engineering department, A.E.G.- 
Union Electric & Manufacturing Co., 
Vienna, Austria, has begun private con- 
sulting practice in Ithaca, N. Y. He 
had been associated with A.E.G.-Union, 
the Austrian division of General Elec- 
tric Co., since 1924. 


PJoun R. Hertzter has been ap- 
pointed general sales manager of the 
York Ice Machinery Corp. and RaLpu 
B. MEISENHELDER has been made as- 
sistant to the president. Mr. Hertzler 


has been connected with the company 
since 1927. He is a member of the 
American Society of Refrigerating 
Engineers and is active in the American 
Society of Heating and Ventilating 
Engineers, before which he has pre- 
sented a number of papers. Mr. Meisen- 
helder joined the York Manufacturing 
Co. (the present York Ice Machinery 
Corp.) in 1906. 


Heinrich Takes Office 
as Engineering Director 


Walter A. Heinrich, one of the five 
founders of the James R. Kearney 
Corp., St. Louis, was recently officially 
installed as director of engineering and 
executive vice-president of the com- 
pany. Mr. Heinrich has long been iden- 
tified with the electrical industry 
through his electrical manufacturing 
associations in the power line switch- 
ing equipment and pole line hardware 
field. 

His experience in the design and pro- 
duction of equipment for power line 
maintenance and construction needs 
began back in 1914, when he was em- 
ployed in the engineering department 
of a manufacturer of electric utility 
products. At the time he left this com- 
pany to help organize the Kearney 
Corp. he was in charge of engineering 
and development of electrical appa- 
ratus. 

L. L. Crump, who has been the as- 
sistant chief engineer of the company 
for seven years, was advanced to the 


position of chief engineer to replace 
Mr. Heinrich. 





OFFICIAL INSTALLATION—Walter A. Heinrich (center), newly elected executive vice- 
President and director of engineering of the James R. Kearney Corp.. with James R. 
Kearney, Sr., chairman of the board, and his son James, Jr. newly elected president, 
in the mechanical laboratory of the plant, following installation of new company officers 
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> Epson A. Perkins, 81, organizer of 
the Perkins Electric Co., Torrington, 
Conn., in 1889, and who conducted its 
business until 1918, later being man- 
ager of the then New Hartford Elec- 
tric Light Co., died at Daytona Beach, 
Fla., on March 14. 


> A. P. Sessions, substation engineer, 
Southern California Edison Co., Los 
Angeles, died recently. He was born in 
1893 at Santa Monica and was a gradu- 
ate of the University of Arizona. He had 
been associated with Southern Cali- 
fornia Edison since 1923. 


> D. R. Beastey, 58, superintendent of 
the electrical construction division of 
the Mississippi Power & Light Co., 
died March 13 at Jackson, Miss. Mr. 
Beasley had been with the power com- 
pany for eighteen years. 


> FLoyp S. Doxey, 39, for twelve years 
a member of Pacific Power & Light Co.’s 
engineering department, died recently 
at the U. S. Veterans’ hospital in Port- 
land, Ore., following an attack of in- 
fluenza. Mr. Doxey was formerly con- 
nected with the General Electric Co. at 
Schenectady, and with the Utah Power 
& Light Co. 


> Greorce L. DeLany, sales promotion 
manager of the Bussmann Manufactur- 
ing Co., St. Louis, died at his home in 
that city on March 14. He was 50 
years old and had been ill less than a 
week. Mr. Delany had headed sales 
promotion for Bussmann for thirteen 
years. He became affiliated with the or- 
ganization seventeen years ago, after 
spending fifteen years with the Gray- 
bar Electric Co. 


> Cart DunHAM Knicurt, professor of 
electrical engineering at the Worcester 
Polytechnic Institute, died February 28 
at Worcester, after a week’s illness. He 
was born in Putney, Vt., 59 years ago, 
was graduated from the institute in 
1903 and after about a year with the 
General Electric Co. in testing work 
joined the teaching staff at Worcester, 
where he remained for the rest of his 


life. 


> B. H. Lyproox, chief engineer of 
the Public Service Co. of Indiana, died 
suddenly in Chicago on February 29. 
He had gone to Chicago for a confer- 
ence with Sargent & Lundy, the engi- 
neering firm retained by the company 
as consultants on the Dresser expan- 
sion project. Mr. Lybrook had been 
connected with Public Service Co. and 
affiliated organizations for almost nine- 
teen years. He was an active member 


of the American Institute of Electrical 
Engineers and served on many tech- 
nical committees of the Indiana Elec- 
tric Association. 


He was 52 years old. 
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General Cable Net 
Shows Rise in Year 


Operations of General Cable Co. are 
continuing at a level comparable with 
the latter half of last year, Dwight 
R. G. Palmer, president, told stock- 
holders at the annual meeting. While 
this is a dull season in the wire and 
cable field, Mr. Palmer said, the com- 
pany currently is obtaining the benefit 
of a substantial backlog carryover from 
last year. He pointed out that new 
business at the present is light in 
volume. 

Mr. Palmer told stockholders that 
there appears to have been no change 
in the attitude of utilities toward spend- 
ing large sums for new construction. 
He felt that the utilities would expend 
this year approximately the same as 
in 1939. 

The annual report showed 1939 gross 
profit on sales of $3,860,587, against 
$2,368,941 in 1938, and net income of 
$733,166, against a deficit of $893,714 
in 1938. Inventories at the end of 1939 
were $6,028,368, against $7,608,905 at 
the end of the preceding year. 


Fluorescents to be Made 
by Hygrade at Ipswich 


Increasing pressure on the manufac- 
turing facilities of the Hygrade-Syl- 
vania Corporation’s fluorescent lamp 
division at Salem, Mass., has led the 
company to lease two two-story build- 
ings from the United Shoe Machinery 
Corp. at Ipswich, Mass., for occupancy 
about April 1. About 69,000 sq.ft. of 
floor space will be utilized and a com- 
plete transfer of fluorescent lamp pro- 
duction from Salem will be effected, to- 
gether with that portion of the engineer- 
ing department concerned with this 
branch of the company’s work. 

The plant is about 14 miles north 
of Salem and will enable the company 
to manufacture “Miralumes” and re- 


18 (986) 


lated output far more efficiently than 
has been possible in the quarters avail- 
able in Salem for this particular work. 
It is expected that the plant will be 
equipped extensively with fluorescent 
units, and that in the main machinery 
transferred from Salem will meet im- 
mediate production requirements. 


Manufacturers Make 
Sales Appointments 


Electrical manufacturing companies 
have recently announced the appoint- 
ment of new district managers and sales 
representatives: 


Simplex Wire & Cable Co. has ap- 
pointed G. Frank Doughty manager of 
the New York office to succeed the late 
Joseph G. Brobeck. Mr. Doughty joined 
of Simplex organization as a salesman in 
1923. 


Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing Co. has 
named D. S. Kerr manager of the com- 
pany’s Atlanta office. After serving as 

esman in various of the company’s 
Southern offices, Mr. Kerr became manager 
of the Chattanooga office in 1930. As 
manager of the Atlanta office both the 
Chattanooga and Knoxville offices will 
be under his jurisdiction. 

Standard Transformer Co. has made 

. H. Knowles, 418-19 Watts Building, 
Birmingham, Ala., sales representative for 
the state of Alabama. 

Janette Manufacturing Co. has appoint- 
ed A. R. Niemoeller, 5817 Itaska See. 
St. Louis, Mo., sales and service represen- 
tative in that territory. 


Holds Sales School 


Trumbull Electric Manufacturing Co. 
this week held the first of its sales 
meetings in the form of a sales school 


at the Plainville, Conn., plant, attended 


by all Trumbull salesmen and a large 
delegation of distributors in the eastern 
and southeastern sections of the country. 
A similar meeting will be held at the 
Ludlow, Ky.,.factory April 11-12. 


Shows Record Sales 
and Profit in 1939 


Record sales of $6,919,554 and record 
earnings of $1,413,183 are reported by 
the McGraw Electric Co. for 1939. Net 
earnings are after federal and state 
income taxes, depreciation and other 
deductions and are equivalent to $2.99 
each on 472,600 shares of common 
stock outstanding. In 1938 the com- 
pany had net sales of $5,797,501 and a 
net profit of $891,858, or $1.88 a share 
in 1938. Current assets as of December 
31, 1939, amounted to $3,337,373 and 
current liabilities were $627,679, com- 
pared with $2,637,554 and $427,461, 
respectively, at the end of the preceding 
year. 

Max McGraw, president, states that 
the upward trend of sales has con- 
tinued into 1940, with net sales for the 
first two months of the year approx- 
imately 34 per cent above those of the 
corresponding period of last year. No 
surplus stocks are in the hands of the 
company’s distributors and dealers and 
inventories and receivables are in a 
“clean, sound condition,” he said. 

Other companies reporting opera- 
tions for 1939 follow: 

Arrow-Hart & Heceman ELectric— 
For 1939, consolidated net income, $721,- 
507, equal to $3.61 a share, against $300,- 
438, or $1.50 a share in 1938. Current 


assets on D were $4,082,541 and 
current liabilities were $652,784. 
Carrier Corp.—Net profit in 1939 of 
$69,099 after all charges including inven- 
tory adjustments, taxes and depreciation, 
comparing with a loss of $1,133,021 in 
1938. Orders booked were approximately 
12 per cent greater than in 1938 and 
completed sales were’ 8 per cent above 
those of 1938. Unfilled orders at the 
close of the year were 32 per cent higher 
in the previous year. 
Srewart-Warner—Including subsidiaries 
net profit for 1939 of $553,224, after de- 
duction of $124,715 for federal and Ca- 
ian income taxes. Net profit, equal 
to earnings of 45 cents per share, includes 
a dividend of 25 cents, totaling $310,462. 
This contrasts with the corresponding 
period for 1 which ended in a net loss 
of $294,323. Sales in 1939 increased 14 
per cent over 1938. 
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New Concern to Make 
Pole Line Hardware 


Electrical Manufacturing Co. at Bat- 
tle Creek, Mich., has started operations. 
The new company, headed by George 
C. Price, president, is offering a com- 
plete line of pole line hardware and 
primary fuse cutouts. For the past six 
years Mr. Price has been sales manager 
of Porcelain Products, Inc., Parkers- 
burg, W. Va. Fred R. Krueger, formerly 
factory manager of Utilities Service Co. 
and Line Material Co., is in charge of 
manufacturing for the new company. 

It was announced that pole line hard- 
ware made by Electrical Manufacturing 
Co. is being distributed through Porce- 
lain Product’s sales organization. 


Lets New Plant Contract 


Announcement has been made that 
the Square D Co. has awarded a gen- 
eral contract to the Austin Co., Cleve- 
land, Ohio, engineer, for the design 
and erection of its new plant in Mil- 
waukee on a site on North Richards 
Street, extending through to North 
First Street. Cost is reported at more 
than $250,000 with equipment. Business 
of the company, including the newly 
acquired Kollsman Instrument Co., is 
running ahead of that a year ago, F. W. 
Magin, president, said at the recent 
annual meeting of the company in De- 


troit. Orders are substantially higher 
than last year. 


Sells Link-Belt Stokers 


Link-Belt Co., stoker division, Chi- 
cago, announces the appointment of the 
Georgia Power Co., Atlanta, Ga., as 
retail dealer in the sale of Link-Belt 
stokers in that territory. 


Gets $69,728 Wire Award 


Anaconda Wire & Cable Co., New 
York, N. Y., has been awarded a con- 
tract by the Los Angeles Water and 
Power Commission at $69,728 for 
weatherproof insulated solid copper 
wire, f.o.b. Los Angeles, 


LS 


New York Metal Prices 
ee. Meee 
r 
Co Pound. cae 
lends. er eos NE? 1.50* 
ae. ons 5.05 5.25 
Bort 6 Glens cakneans « 14.00 14.00 
me NGO Si csewacts 35.00 35.00 
Zinc Seto sucuas dies 6.14 6.14 
Win, Straits 8 ee ae pees be 
"Delivered aoe “wallene 


tReduced on March 25. 


SS 





Field Reports on Business 


Electrical orders are holding fairly steady, with indications that utilities will be 
stepping up work as more favorable weather conditions prevail. Plans indicate 
that large-scale utility work will get under way soon, accompanied by an 
increase in orders placed. Appliance sales are increasing. 


Inquiries received from utilities in this 
district indicate ‘hat plans for considerable 
stage of actual 


supplies for un 
sion, substantial to and rebuild- 
ing of substations rt the possible con- 
struction of new tie-ins with important 
existing transmission lines. During the 
past week one order amounting to about 
$9,000 in substation equipment was placed 
by a Maine utility and several small or- 
ders for switch and control apparatus were 
booked. A 22-kv. transmission line between 
Orleans and Truro, Mass., is now being 
constructed by the Cape & Vineyard Elec- 
tric Co., and during the past week a 33-kv. 
line between Dover and Rochester, N. H., 
was opened for service. 

Industrial electrical equipment still 
maintains a dominant place in sales im- 
portance in this territory due in part to 
the continuance of a strong demand for 
motors and control equipment from ma- 
chine builders. Foreign orders are engag- 
ing the attention of several prominent 
manufacturers of heavy-duty lathes and 
grinders which. have resulted in a number 
of fair-sized motor purchases lately. In- 
quiries for motor-driven pumping units are 
gaining. A 25-hp. motor pumping unit was 
sold last week to a prominent contractor 
and more than 60 hp. in small motors have 
been bought for similar duty recently. 
One of the largest projects in pumping in 
this area for some time is connected with 
a flood-control project sponsored by the 
eae in the vicinity of Northampton, 

ass., which calls for electric motor- 
controlled gate valves and one 16-in. ver- 
tical mixed flow, motor-driven volute type 
pumping unit. 

udson, Mass., added 84 ranges and 20 
electric water heaters to the municipal 
lighting department load in 1939, a gain 
of 43 ranges and seven heaters over the 
previous year. 


PACIFIC COAST 


Major appliance business is good in 
refrigerators, this being the season of dis- 
tributors’ best sales to dealers and prices 
being approximately one-third less than 
last year, fair for other major appliances 
ie good for table appliances because of 

any campaigns by all selling branches 
a the industry and the approach of the 
mid-year peak gift season. 

‘Prospective overseas orders cover 
$500,000 electrical caisson-gate and dry- 
dock equipment for Hawaiian docks; army 
and navy orders nearer home include a 
$90,800 distribution system and equipment 
for Mare Island graving dock and a 7 x 10 
ft. wind tunnel for Moffatt Field, Sunny- 
vale, Calif. Buying by power companies 
is good, especially in central California 
and covers six induction and two auto- 
matic step-voltage en value $40,000; 
four 1,667-kva. transformers, value $35,000; 
60 pole type 2 value $8,000; = 
3,000-kva. transformers, value $16,000; 
sides excellent weekly orders for Samael 
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stock transformers, meters and cutouts. 
California Public Service Co. has bought 
two 750-kva. transformers for northern 
California and the Vallejo Light & Power 
Co., $45,000 switchgear equipment, largely 
to ‘handle increased navy yard load. 


NEW YORK 


Much of the pessimistic talk about the 
business outlook is being inspired by New 
Dealers in their effort to secure the largest 
possible appropriations for relief and other 
spending. TE ccaiees in Washington who 
are free from political influence are con- 
vinced that the decline is over and that a 
steady improvement in business may be 
expected. The outlook for heavy industry 
is regarded as being particularly bright. 

In the electrical industry orders con- 
tinue in fairly good volume. A step-up is 
expected with the coming of better weather 
conditions which favor construction activi- 
ties. Some attention is being diverted by 
utilities from no: business expansion 
to integration plans which must be filed 
with the SEC in the next few weeks. 

Appliance sales by utilities and co-op- 
erating dealers are moving fast. In the 
New York Consolidated Edison drive a 
total of 33,834 General Electric vacuum 
cleaners were sold in the first fortnight 
of the present drive. It has been necessary 
to step up production of this compere 
cleaner to a rate of 10,000 a week. The 
goal is sales of 200,000 for the three 
months. 


CHICAGO 


Most lines of business in this area held 
fairly steady last week, maintaining a 
substantial margin of increase over a year 
ago. Although more than hali of the elec- 
trical manufacturers report declines in 
orders from February, virtually all show 
increases of from 10 to 55 per cent over 
the level at this time last year. Utility 
construction programs are moving for- 
ward at a good pace, with many sizable 
orders being placed for heavy equipment. 

The demand for industrial apparatus 
continues at a comparatively high level. 
Wire and cable sales are steady and pole 
line equipment is moving at a good rate. 
Orders for lighting equipment are being 
received in good volume, with fluorescent 
lamps and fittings very much in demand. 

ectrical permits show moderate in- 
crease in the number of range installa- 
tions. Extensive modernization work be- 
ing done in many stores and office build- 
ings is responsible for considerable vol- 
ume of new circuits, additional outlets and 
fixture installations. Air-conditioning con- 
tracts continue to show improvement over 
1939. Motors and control apparatus are 
much in demand, particularly for indus- 
trial plant expansion and rehabilitation. 


The outlook for new building construc- 
tion is more promising than it has been 
for years. The volume of residential build- 
ing now under way and pees for the 
near future in the subur 
the largest since 1929, 


territory is 
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Small-Scale Activity in Security Market 
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In a dull trading market electric light and power securities this week showed only 
minor changes. The “Electrical World” stock index remained unchanged at 30.7; last 
year, 30.6, and the bond index remained unchanged at 106.2 





Board to Speed Up 
Utility Financing 

In order to speed up the handling of 
utility financing registrations the Securi- 
ties and Exchange Commission is plan- 
ning to amend the rules governing these 
proceedings. 

Under the new rules, financing appli- 
cations filed under the Utility Act will 
be approved automatically after a wait- 
ing period of perhaps twenty days, just 
as registrations under the Securities Act 
of 1933 now become automatically 
effective after a waiting period. 

The existing rules of the commission 
do not provide for the automatic effec- 
tiveness of utility financing registra- 
tions. Before a utility may proceed with 
a security offering, under existing rules, 
the SEC must hold hearings and issue 
an order authorizing the transaction. 
This procedure of hearings and orders 
would be dispensed with under the new 
rules except in cases where the com- 
mission wished to inquire particularly 
into proposed financing. 


Utility Sold for $1 


Harold E. Greenwood, a State forester 
of Gardner, Mass., was recently permit- 
ted by the Securities and Exchange 
Commission to buy the Gardner Gas, 
Fuel and Light Co. for $1. He plans to 
operate it with the assistance of mem- 
bers of his family. New England Power 
Association, through its subsidiary, 
Massachusetts Utility Associates, has 
been the parent of both Gardner’s gas 
company and Gardner’s electric com- 
pany. Owners were anxious to liquidate 


‘the gas company since there was no 


means known to put the company on 
a paying basis. The SEC made it clear 
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that the only reason that it did not 
allow liquidation was because of the 
interests of the company’s 600 con- 


sumerfs. 
e 


Wide SEC Inquiry 
Proposed in House 


Two resolutions seeking official in- 
quiries into the Securities and Exchange 
Commission and the government’s pol- 
icy toward private utilities were intro- 
duced in the House of Representatives 
this week by Republican members. 

One was by Representative Jacob 
Thorkelson of Montana, who proposed 
a five-man committee to investigate SEC 
and the National Power Policy Com- 
mittee, and the other by Representa- 
tive Fred L. Crawford of Michigan, 
which called for a seven-man committee 
to determine the effects of SEC opera- 
tions on the national economy; whether 
further action by Congress is necessary 
to define and classify acts and methods 
by which the securities laws are admin- 
istered; whether changes should be 
made in_ existing legislation, and 
whether added legislation is necessary. 


SEC Extends Middle West 
Integration Plan Deadline 


Middle West Corp. has obtained from 
the SEC a postponement until May 9 
of the deadline by which the company 
and its subsidiaries must file with the 
commission a plan for integration under 
the “death sentence” of the Public 
Utility Act. Hearings on the Middle 
West plan have been set for June 28. 
This is the first postponement granted 
by the SEC since it called upon holding 
companies to submit integration plans. 


Consolidated Edison 
Agrees on Tax Case 


Litigation between Consolidated Edi- 
son Co. and the city of New York over 
a $141,000,000 increase in assessments 
of company properties for the years 
1936 and 1937 ended last week in a 
compromise. agreement. No settlement 
has been arrived at for the tax years 
1938, 1939 and the first half of 1940, 
when additional increases were made 
which also are in litigation. 

It was understood the settlement pro- 
vided for acceptance by Consolidated 
Edison of the $85,000,000 increase in 
assessments of its properties for 1936 
and for a reduction of about $35,000,000 
in the additional $56,000,000 increase 
made in 1937. 

The net effect is to leave the gross 
assessment of the utility properties for 
1937 about $105,000,000 higher than it 
was in 1935 and entitles the company 
to a refund or credit of about $1,000,- 
000 on real estate taxes paid under 
protest in 1937. 


Tax TVA Bond Interest 


Interest derived from bonds of the 
Tennessee Valley Authority is subject 
to federal income tax, according to a 
recent ruling of the Bureau of Internal 
Revenue. The ruling was made in re- 
sponse to a request for advice to the 
status for income tax purposes of in- 
terest upon bonds of TVA issued under 
Section 15C of the act of July 26, 1939. 


Northern States Dividends 


Northern States Power Co., Dela- 
ware, has authorized dividend declara- 
tions of $1.75 on the 7 per cent pre- 
ferred and $1.50 on the 6 per cent pre- 
ferred. Previous dividends were $1.314%4 
on the 7 per cent issue and $1.1244 on 
the 6 per cent stock on January 20 this 
year. 





Utility Reports 





1939 1938 
*Boston Edison ...........-- $5,466,890 $5,171,963 
*Central Hudson Gas & 

NE 9 oo Sa acta) cccr pads 1,634,696 1,595,452 
*Consumers Power ......... 675,224 8,801 ,465 
*El Paso Electric........... 377,472 — 355,479 
*Gulf States Utilities....... 2,638,094 2,120,944 
*Mississippi River Power.... 1,442,991 1,735, 
*Niagara Falls Power....... 2,439,316 3,028, 
*Northern Indiana Public 

NR ee a in 2,366,039 1,873,220 
*Savannah Electric & Power 206,752 —_- 221,717 
*Virginia Electric & Power.. 3,833,617 3,484,297 
*Union Electric ............ 094,183 6,412,838 
*Wisconsin Gas & Electric.. 796,636 650,435 


‘ 1940 1939 
Detrett Edison and subs... $9,801,339 $$8,710,19! 
. oO 
"N. J. and subs. ..... 25,736,439 $23,451,549 
*Twelve months ended December 31. 
Twelve months ended February 29. 
Twelve months ended February 28. 
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Lau Blower Offers Sales 
Aid in Attic Fan Drive 


Newest sales help offered by the Lau 
Blower Co. to dealers and jobbers sell- 
ing “Niteair” attic fans and room cool- 
ers is the model house with miniature 
Niteair attic fan for demonstration 
either in the dealer’s display room or 
in the prospect’s home. These can be 
obtained from the company at its Day- 
ton, Ohio, office. 

The company is presenting to elec- 
tric utilities a co-operative promotion 
drive in connection with the new line. 
The main point is profit to the utilities 
through the sales of attic fans and room 
coolers for summer comfort. Emphasis 
is placed on utility load building. 


Silex Adds Directors 


Three new directors have been added 
to the Silex Co. board at Hartford, 
Conn., and the organization is being 
strengthened by the establishment of a 
research department. The new board 
members are Ralph E. Day, president 
Bridgeport Brass Co.; A. G. Newton, 
president Rockbestos Products Corp., 
New Haven; Claude J. Hendon, re- 
cently manager of the small appliance 
and fan division of the G. E. company, 
Bridgeport. P. S. Redford has been 
appointed manager of premium mer- 
chandising and Louis V. Lucia has been 
made director of research. Mr. Hendon 
has also been elected vice-president 
in charge of merchandising activities. 
Edward T. Garvin has resigned as a 
director, but will continue to serve as 
secretary. 
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Appliance Prize Plan 


A series of “Advise-a-Bride” contests 
in which $23,000 worth of electrical 
appliances will be given away as prizes 
will be conducted by Westinghouse 
Electric & Manufacturing Co. Each 
week, for five weeks starting April 10, 
ten refrigerators and ten ranges will 
be awarded writers of prize-winning 
letters. As second prizes 50 streamline 
irons will be awarded weekly. 


Phelps Dodge Gets Order 


Phelps Dodge Copper Products Corp. 
has been awarded an order for an addi- 
tional 114 miles of 110,000-volt hollow 
copper cable for the Bonneville Dam 
Project, according to Wylie Brown, 
Phelps Dodge president. With this 
order the company will have supplied 
about 800 miles of copper cable to the 
government power project. 
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Sales Opportunities 


Crystat Farts, Micn.—Wisconsin-Mich- 
igan Power Co., Appleton, Wis., plans 
increased water supply for hydroelectric 
power station in vicinity of Crystal Falls, 
including construction of new storage dam 
on upper falls of Michigamme River, 
about 7 miles from Crystal Falls, with 
facilities for service to plant. Work is 
scheduled to be carried out during sum- 
mer. Cost estimated about $300,000. 


Casper, Wyo.—Bureau of Reclamation, 
Casper, is considering new transmission 
from Casper to Seminoe power station, 
about 120 miles, as part of Kendrick proj- 
ect, now in progress, including switching 
stations and other facilities. Estimates of 
cost will be made soon. 


Cuampaicn, Itt.—Swift & Co., Soy Bean 
Division, 4115 South Packers Street, Chi- 
cago, Ill., plans installation of motors and 
controls, switchgear, conveyors and other 
equipment in connection with expansion in 
soy bean oil processing mill at Champaign, 
to increase production handling capacity 
from 1,200,000 to 2,000,000 bushels per 
annum. Cost reported over $225,000. 


Cepar Fats, lowa—City Council, H. B. 
Philpot, city clerk, receives bids April 16 
for proposed municipal hydroelectric power 
plant on site at end of State Street, includ- 
ing power station building, 34 x 80 feet, 
retaining walls, overhead crane, etc. (Sec- 
tion A); two hydraulic turbines and gover- 
nors (Section B); electric generators, ex- 
citers and voltage regulators (Section C) ; 
switchboard panels and accessory equip- 
ment (Section D). Cost estimated at 
$185,000. Clark N. Streeter is city engi- 
neer. 


PortLanp, Ore.—Administrator, Bonne- 
ville Project, Department of Interior, 811 
N.E. Oregon Street, Portland, receives bids 
until April 12 for nine 1000-kva. trans- 
formers (Circular 888). 


BurBank, Catir.—City Manager receives 
bids until April 9 for four closed-type 
boiler feedwater heaters, one deaerating 
heater, and one evaporator, complete with 
accessories, for installation in municipal 


— power plant (Specifications 


Puesto, Coro.— Southern Colorado 
Power Co., Pueblo, will take bids soon for 
proposed addition to local steam-electric 
power plant, including excavations, super- 
structure, switch-yard expansion and other 
work. Award has been made to General 
Electric Co., for turbine-generator unit 
and accessories, and orders for other re- 
quired equipment will be placed soon. Cost 
about $1,000,000. 


Cuicaco, Itt.—Dewey & Almy Chemical 
Co., 235 Harvey Street, Cambridge, Mass., 
plans installation of motors and controls, 
switchgear, regulators, conveyors and other 
equipment in new two-story plant, 120 x 
175 feet, at South Meade Avenue and Fifty- 
first Street, Stickney, near Chicago, where 
company has acquired tract of about five 
acres of land. Work is scheduled to begin 
at once. Cost reported over $125,000. 
Henry L. Kennedy is company architect. 


Granp Courter, Wasu.—City Council 
plans installation of a municipal electrical 
distribution system. Cost estimated about 
$65,000. Financing is being arranged 
through Federal aid. 


New Miamt, On1o—Village Council has 
authorized plans for construction of a 
transmission line to Hamilton, making con- 
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nection at municipal power switching sta- 
tion at that place for power supply for . 
village service. Proposed to ask bids soon. 
Froehlich & Emery Engineering Co., Sec- 
ond National Bank Building, Toledo, Ohio, 


is consulting engineer. 


Pitrssoro, N. C.—J. M. Odell Manu- 
facturing Co. plans new hydroelectric 
power plant for service at local cotton 
yarn mill, with installation to include 
800-hp. hydraulic turbine and governor, 
electric generating unit, switchboard and 
complete auxiliary equipment, sluice and 
oe gates, etc. Estimates of cost are 
being made. 


Wasuincton, D. C.—Civil Aeronautics 
Authority, New Commerce Building, Wash- 
ington, receives bids until April 9 for 25 
to 150 towers, complete with steel base, 
insulated antenna, ladders, counterpoise, 
tuning house supports and auxiliaries (Cir- 
cular 364 


Bic Stone City, S. D.—City Council has 
authorized a bond issue of $50,000 for a 
municipal light and power plant. Plans are 
scheduled to be completed at early date. 


Pasco, WasH.—Priest Rapids Irrigation 
District, B. Salvini, Hanford, Wash., chair- 
man of board of directors, plans expansion 
and improvements in power plant, includ- 
ing installation of additional equipment. 
Contract has been made with Pacific Power 
& Light Co., Portland, Ore., for surplus 
power. District also will make improve- 
ments in electric-operated pumping sta- 
tion and irrigation system. 
Yakima, Wash., is consulting engineer. 


Oetwein, lowa—A special election has 
been called April 25 to vote on a proposal 
for a municipal power plant, for which 
surveys and estimates of cost have been 
made by Hubbard Engineering Co., 415 
North LaSalle Street, Chicago, Ill., con- 
sulting engineer, previously referred to in 
these columns. J. B. Henderson is mayor, 
in charge. 


Mipp.eton, Wis.—Madison Gas & Elec- 
tric Co., Madison, Wis., is concluding ar- 
rangements for acquisition of municipal 
power plant at Middleton, and will furnish 
service here in future. Special election has 
been called by municipality on April 2 to 
approve project. 


Cuesaninc, Mycu.— George M. Peet 
Packing Co. plans installation of motors 
and controls, conveyors, loaders, regula- 
tors and other equipment in new addition 
to meat-packing plant. Cost over $100,000. 
Work will be placed under way soon. 


Sanppoint, Ipano—Northern Idaho 
Rural Electrical Rehabilitation Association, 
Sandpoint, has plans maturing for new 
hydroelectric power plant on Priest River 
and proposes to begin work in spring. 
Also for about 30 miles of transmission 
lines and 55 miles of distribution system, 
for which service will be furnished by 
station. John W. Cunningham & Associates, 
Spalding Building, Portland, Ore., are 
consulting engineers. Financing has been 
arranged through federal aid. 


Waukon, Iowa—The item which ap- 
peared in the March 2 issue of ELectricaL 
Wortp, stating that common council was 
arranging call for bids for equipment for 
proposed municipal power plant and elec- 
trical distribution system, was in error. 
Mayor John Dotseth states that only pre- 
liminary survey is being made. 
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Overload Switch 


Motor overload switch, type B, either in open 
type or inclosed eas maximum rating, single 
vo 


eo % hp., | its, a.c. wmut 
+ Newburyport, Mass. 


EW EQUIPMENT itis cwitch is 


Pocket Type Transformer 


Of interest in this transformer are the 
newly designed primary and secondary 
bushings, the metallic parts of the devel- 
oped high-voltage bushing being  sur- 


_ 


New round tank pocket type distribution trans- 
former; 3 kva., 4-800-120/240-volt transformer. 
Kuhiman Electric Co., Bay City, Mich. 


rounded with porcelain. By turning the 
porcelain knob at the extreme end of the 
assembly the clamping mechanism is 
opened or closed, freeing or gripping the 
line connection. Other features are top 
edge of tank rolled to form gasket seat, a 
new secondary stud which is said not to 
bend or break, etc. 


Appliance Wires 


Two new Deltaglass 300-volt, special-purpose 
appliance wires, insulated with glass fiber 
yarn. General Electric Co., Bridgeport, Conn. 


One type of wire is a lead wire recom- 
mended for small motér leads, electrical 
appliances or control circuits. The other 
type is a wafile iron hinge wire recom- 
mended for flexible hinges. The lead wire 
is insulated with saturated felted asbestos 
and a varnished glass yarn braid over all. 
Claimed to have high heat resisting cha- 
racteristics and high dielectric strength. 
Available in sizes No. 18 to No. 8 inclusive 
with either solid or stranded conductor. 
The waffle iron hinge wire has a stranded 
nickel conductor with impregnated glass 
fiber insulation and an over-all varnished 
glass braid. Available in size No. 18 only. 


Electric Heater 


“Convectoradiator,”’ electric space heater in 
cabinet style, recessed type, fireplace unit. 
meee Corp., 55 West I3th St., New 
ork, 


Operates on convection principle and is 
said to reach maximum operating capacity 
within five minutes. The “A” models are 
portable and may be used wherever there 
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is an electrical outlet. Jewel pilot indicator 
glows red when unit is in operation. The 
three portable units take 750 watts, 1,000 
watts and 1,320 watts: — 


Thermostat 


New sentinel thermostat for roasters, water 
heaters and similar built-in applications and 
the guardsman thermostat for use in ironing 
machines. Westinghouse Electric & Mfg. Co., 
Mansfield, Ohio. 


The bi-metal of the sentinel thermostat 
does not carry the current, it is designed 
to act as a switch when turned to a low 
position. These units have an adjustable 
range from 32 to 450 deg. F. and a maxi- 
mum rating of 15 amp. at 115 volts and 
10 amp. at 230 volts, a.c. The guardsman 
has slow make and break and is adjust- 
able over a range of approximately 250 
deg. F., with a maximum a.c. rating of 
7.5 amp. at 115 volts. 


Air Conditioner 


Redesigning of line of air conditioners, 
now called “Climate Changer,” type D, 
covers a wide variety of applications for 
hotel, office and up to large commercial 


Five types with capacity range from 250 to 
— cu.ft. per minute, Trane Co., La Crosse, 
is. 


units; type A is for apartment; type F 
for office and home, type M is uninsulated 
for greater flexibility, type X is propeller 
type for spot cooling. The spray coil 
unit is designed for a built-up system re- 
quiring a separate fan motor and drive 


and filters. 
* 


Fluorescent Fixture 


"’SkyLux"’ luminaires in single and two tube 
units to operate on 110-125 and 220-250 volts 
a.c. Curtis Lighting, Inc., Chicago, Ill. 


Both the twin and the single units are 44 
ft. in length using the 48-in. tube. The units 
can be used as individual luminaires or 
coupled together. May be mounted flush on 
the ceiling or suspended. 


WHO MAKES WHAT?—If it’s electrical, 
look first in “Electrical World” Electrical 
Buyers Reference. 
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manually operated 
ake. ine 
breaker, co 

off-and-on switching 
with thermal over- 
load protection. It 
is designed for use 
with fractional- 
horsepower motors. 
The mounting 
bracket and operat- 
ing handle fit stand- 
ard boxes and cover 
plates, allowing a 
variety of flush and 
surface mounting 
applications. 


Flow Meter 


Mechanical meter of the ring-balance type 
for metering steam, water, gas, air, etc., at 
static pressures up to |, ib. per $q.in. 
Republic Flow Meters Co., Chicago, Ill. 


The company claims that this meter will 
give full scale readings on differentials as — 
low as 3 inches of water, which can be © 
used for low-pressure gas and air measure- 
ment. Housed in a steel case suitable for 
exposed locations. 


Insulator Cleaner 


New insulator cleaner, ‘'Lockebrite." 


Locke 
Insulator Corp., Baltimore, Md. 


This cleaner is in powder form and con- 
tains nothing which can injure the work- 
man’s hands, states the manufacturer. It 
is rubbed on the insulator with a wet cloth 
and is said to remove any dirt with the 
possible exception of heavy incrusted ce- 
ment deposits. It is stated that it can in no 
way harm the porcelain, the galvanizing or 
the cement joints. 


Timing Device 


An instrument which should be useful — 
to the utility companies, electrical manu- ~ 
facturers, electrical engineers, etc. A warn- — 
ing bell rings fifteen seconds before the 7 
no ORE (long-distance) period is ~ 
ended. 


"Tele-trol:" ‘protection against overtime on 

long-distance telephone and teletype cells. — 
Holcomb ¥ Swenarton, 92 Liberty St., New = 
ork, N. Y. j 
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